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NOTES FEOM ABEOAD. 

By Eev. John P. Peters, Ph.D. 



An aspirant for the position of Privat-Docent in the theological faculty of the 
University of Leipzig presents, in Latin, a dissertation on some appropriate 
theme, and also propounds certain theses which he offers publicly to defend. The 
dispvtatio is in Latui. The candidate occupies the cathedra, and invites first the 
professors, then the Privat-Docents, and then the public at large to discuss with 
him the theses he has propounded. The discussion usually lasts some hours. I 
have already noticed by anticipation Dr. Wm. Lotz's Habilitatwnsschrift, Quaeslio- 
num de Historia Sdbbati, which shall receive a fuller notice later. Two of the 
twelve theses which he offered to defend are: " The root of the verb J^T, mean- 
ing Tiixow, is J^T, and not j7ni- The word ntJ'K is derived from another root 
than {J^'{<." With regard to the latter of these — the ♦ in tJ'^K seems to me not 
radical, but merely a device to indicate the length of the vowel. If this is so, 
nti^N ^^y very well be from the same root as {f'J^. Compare {J'J^, fire, where 
the lengthening takes another form, and its derivative H^Ni "•■«* which is consum- 
ed by fire, offering. 

Among books in the press or in preparation are: 

1. A new and more correct edition of Onkelos' Targum by Berliner, under the 
patronage and with the assistance of the Berlin Akademie der Wissenschaften; 

2. A new edition of Delitzsch's commentary on the Psalms; 

3. A new edition of Bertheau's commentary on Judges and Euth, in the 
Kur'zgefasstes Exegetisches Handbuch series; 

4. In the same series a commentary on Proverbs by Nowack, professor at 
Strassburg. Prof. Nowack, a young man, not much over thirty, is already favor- 
ably known as the author of a very serviceable commentary on Hosea; 

5. Dillmann's commentary on Numbers, Deuteronomy and Joshua, will, con- 
trary to what I stated last month, form but one volume in the same series; 

6. Prof. C. H. H. Wright's commentary on Kolideth, containing also an answer 
to Robertson Smith, is completed, even to the indices. 

7. The second half of the ninth edition of Gesenius' Woerterhuch, which was 
originally promised for last year, is printed as far as the letter fl- Dr. Eyssel of 
Leipzig is correcting the proofs. It may appear during the summer; 

8. Dr. Paul Haupt of Goettingen, the Assyriologist, will publish during the 
spring or summer the cuneiform text of the Izdubar or Namrudu Legends. His 
views with reference to these legends, or this myth rather, are, I believe, the same 
as those of Prof. Frdr. Delitzsch, and substantially as follows: These legends 
together constitute a sun epos. The different episodes describe the sun's cycle. 
The names of the signs of the zodiac are derived from this same nature myth. 
This myth, or mythological epos, together with the signs of the zodiac, was re- 
ceived by the Semitic Babylonians from the pre-Semitic Akkadian inliabitants of 
Babylonia. Through the Babylonians and Phoenicians it was widely spread. The 
Herakles myth of the Greeks is thus borrowed from the Akkadians. Also, in 
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agreement with Eabbi Goldziher (Der Mythos bei den Hehraeern), Delitzsch {Haui)i} 
recognizes in tlie Mmrod and Samson of the Bible this same nature myth; 

9. I regret to say that Haupt's Assyrian grammar, lil^e his recent pamphlet on 
the Akkadian language, is to be disfigured by a prefatory tirade against Dr. Hom- 
mel of Munich. There is some talk of the publication of this grammar in English. 

In the second number of the Zeitschrift fuer wissenschaftliclie Theologie for 1883 is. 
a sharp, although appreciative, review of Eeuss' Die OeschicJite d. heiligen Schrift d. 
Alten Testamentes by A. Hilgenfeld, the editor of the magazine. Eduard Keuss is 
professor at Strassburg. He may be regarded as the Nestor of the Wellhausen 
school of Old Testament criticism. That which is distinctively characteristic of 
that school, the post-exilic origin of the Law (Torah), was set forth by Eeuss in 
his lectures, almost, if not quite, before Wellhausen was bom, but not until last 
year did he publish his views in book form. He maintains that from the whole- 
" heroic age " (to the end of Saul's reign) we have no document, excepting Debor- 
ah's song, not even the Decalogue. The oldest part of the Pentateuchal legisla- 
tion is, according to him, Ex. xx.-xxiii., called in Ex. xxiv., 7, the " Book of the 
Covenant." This is the Landrecht of King Jehoshaphat (917-892). It will be seen 
that Keuss is not sufficiently careful to distinguish facts from theories, and that 
he is extremely radical. He has, however, a reverence of tone that is in pleasant 
contrast with Wellhausen's irreverent flippancy, and the book is very valuable as- 
a h6ok of reference, its literary summaries being especially full. The point in 
Ililgenfeld's review to which I wished to call attention is this; referring to the 
essential agreement between the Samaritan and Jewish Pentateuchs admitted by 
Keuss he says: "As the Pentateuch of the Samaritans is in essential agreement 
with that of the Jews, I can the less believe that the I'orah did not receive its 
present final form until after the time of Ezra." That is after a period of about 
100 years of bitter enmity (according to the tradition), the Samaritans are suppos- 
ed by Eeuss and his school to have adopted the 7'm-ah of their foes, but still ta 
liave retained their hatred of them. The Wellhausen criticism has been inter- 
nal in its character. Internal criticism is proverbially unreliable when without all 
external corroboration, and it is extremely desirable that the critics of that school 
should give some satisfactory explanation of the relation of the Jewish to the 
Samaritan canon, of the origin and date of which latter we really have no certain 
information at present. It seems to me, also, that there is in connection with the 
LXX. a similar external difficulty not yet satisfactorily accounted for, in assigning 
to the time of the Maccabees large numbers of Psalms, and portions of prophetic- 
books. 

In a recent number of the Tkeohgische Literatwzeitung, A. Kamphausen of 
Bonn, reviews in the most favorable manner. Introductory hints to English read- 
ers of the Old Testament, by Kev. John A. Cross, M. A., London: Longman, 
Green & Co., 1882. He finds it both orthodox and liberal, with opinions of its 
own, but affording materials for independent opinions. 

In the January number of Luthardt's Zeitschrift is a review by O. Zoeckler, of 
the Old Testament literature of 1882, in which he finds that the anti-Wellhausen- 
ists have the advantage both in number and ability. 

I take the liberty of answering here a question addressed to me with reference 
to Stade's Zeitschrift fuer alt. testamentliche Wissenschaft. It is assisted by the 
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Deutsche morganlamdische Qesellschaft, and is ideally a valuable enterprise, but it 
seems to me that it has, up to the present time, been very one-sided. The editor 
is Stade, professor at Giessen. He is an ultra-follower of Wellhausen. His He- 
brew grammar, of which only one volume has ever appeared, is an advance on 
Olshausen's ideas, and his history, the first volume of which appeared last year, is 
an advance on Wellhausen's. 

The Old Testament and Semitic coui-ses at the University of Leipzig for the 
summer (April 16 to August 15) semester of 1883 are as follows: 

Prof. Franz Delitzsch, Biblical Theology of the Old Testament; Genesis; The 
relation of the prophets to the law (English society); The Hebrew- Aramaic col- 
lection of proverbs, MUlin de rabbanan (Jewish mission). Prof. Baur, Minor Pre- 
exilic prophets. Prof. Hoelemann, Psalms. Dr. Byssel, Isaiah. Dr. Guthe, Old 
Testament Introduction; Legislation of Deuteronomy. Dr. Koenig, Hebrew 
Antiquities; Grammar. Dr. Lotz, Judges; Assyriology as auxiliary Theological 
Science; Assyrian. Prof. Fleischer, Arabic (Koran and Hamasa). Prof. Krehl, 
Syriac, Arabic, Ethiopic (Boediger's, Arnold's, and Dillmann's chrestomathies 
respectively). Prof. Frdr. Delitzsch absent. Also there will be lectures on the 
Geography of Babylonia, Arabia, &c. 

At the University of Berlin: 

Prof. Dillmann, Biblical Theology of the Old Testament; Job. Prof. Kleinert,, 
Psalms. Prof. Strack, Old Testament Introduction; Genesis; Kimchi's Hebrew 
Grammar. Prof. Schrader, Assyrian-Babylonian History; Selected Assyrian In- 
scriptions; Sumerian- Akkadian; Ethiopic. Prof. Sachau, Arabic (Mo'-allakat; 
Legends of the Koran); Syriac (Kalila and Dimna). Prof. Dieterici, Arabic 
(Arabic Poets; Thier and Mensch); Prof. Barth, Aramaic chaps, of Daniel and 
Ezra; the Syriac Apocrypha, and Syriac Syntax. Dr. Jahn, Arabic Grammar 
comparatively considered; Arabic exercises. Prof. Mueller, Geography and Eth- 
nography of Asia. Prof. Bastian, General Ethnology. 

The most important Old Testament and Semitic scholars in other German Uni- 
versities are as follows, the order being determined by the relative number of 
theological students in the universities mentioned: 

Halle; Schlottmann, Riehm, Wellhausen. Tuebingen; Kautsch, editor of 
Gesenius' Grammar. Breslau; Praetorius, best known for his Himyaritic studies. 
Goettingen; Bertheau, de Lagaxde, Haupt. Dorpat (Russia); Volck and Muehlau, 
editors of Gesenius'' Woerterbuch. Munich; Ilommel, Assyriologist and Arabist, 
and Pezold, Assyriologist. Marburg; Count Baudissin, best known for studies in 
comparative religion. Strassburg; Beuss, Kayser, both of the Wellhausen school, 
Nowack, Noeldeke, one of the greatest of Semitic scholars, Erting, known for his 
work on inscriptions. Basel (Switzerland); Smend, commentator on Ezekiel. 
Rustock; Philippi. Giessen; Stade. Heidelberg; Merx, commentator on Joel, 
Weil, Arabist. Graz (Austria); Floigl, eccentric theories of Biblical chronology. 



